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is thus a victim of the existing social system.123 The worst
diseases of the modern society are love of wealth and love of
power, both being rooted in ignorance. These vitiate our entire
social, economic and political life so as to favour the few at the
cost of the many.

The penal system also aggravates the malady. In actual
practice Governments still stick to retribution and deterrence.
On these is often super-imposed the object of reforming the
prisoner, but reform goes ill with retribution and the result is
the large figures of recidivism.

Gandhiji seeks to carry through an all-round revolution so
as to minimize violence and usher in the non-violent State. This
consummation will undoubtedly attack the problem at the root
and enormously diminish crimes.

In his ideal Stateless democracy based on non-violence
there will be no crime. But the ideal is unrealizable in its
entirety. In the predominantly non-violent Scale "there will be
crime but no criminals.5'134 Grime will, no doubt, be minimized
but not eliminated. So the non-violent State of his conception
will not be a policeiess and prisonless State. But the police and
the prison will be far different from what they are today, and
the criminal will be non-violently weaned from crime.125

But the first step lies with the individual. Unless the
average man adopts non-violence as a creed, the non-violent
State can never be realized. The satyagrahi who adopts non-
violence as a creed should treat the criminal even as he treats
an ordinary opponent.

The way of non-violence rules out passive, cowardly
acquiescence in crime which makes the individual party to the
crime. Similarly non-violence is inconsistent with retaliation
or seeking police aid. "You cannot touch his (the criminal's)
heart and win his confidence, if at the same time you are pre-
pared to go to the police and inform against him. That would
be gross betrayal of trust. A reformer cannot afford to be an
informer."126
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126 For details see Chapter XI infra.